
The Language of the Spirit: A Guide to Babel’s Symbols 

1. Foundations: Why Symbols Matter 

The narrative of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11 is frequently reduced to a mere 

etymological explanation for the diversity of human tongues. However, a rigorous 

semiotic deconstruction reveals it to be a sophisticated prophetic message for the 

Church—both as a global body and in its specific local iterations. This guide 

serves as a curriculum for the transition from literalism to spiritual discernment, 

viewing the Babel event as a "type and shadow" of the modern institutional church. 

To understand Babel is to recognize the architectural blueprints of rebellion. By 

analyzing physical objects and geographical shifts, we uncover the spiritual states 

of a community that has drifted from the Great Commission toward a terminal state 

of self-preservation. 

Having established this semiotic framework, we must now locate the epicenter of 

the insurrection within the geography of the soul. 

2. The Geography of Rebellion: Shinar and Babylon 

The spiritual detour begins with the cessation of movement. To "journey eastward" 

is to be mission-minded, relentlessly pursuing the expansion of the Kingdom. The 

crisis occurs when the people find a "plain in the land of Shinar" and choose to 

settle. This is not merely a rest; it is the birth of spiritual stagnation. 

Profile: Shinar & The Spirit of Nimrod 

Location: Shinar (Babylonia), the historical and spiritual root of Babylon. 

Archetype: Nimrod, the "mighty hunter against the Lord." 

Theological Weight: To be "before the Lord" in this context is to stand in open 

opposition, rejecting the "First Love" (Jesus) in favor of personal empire-building. 

The "So What?": Shinar represents the shift from a mobile, mission-driven body 

to a stationary "dwelling place." This settlement is a form of spiritual 

prostitution (Revelation 17). It occurs when leaders use the people—the Bride of 

Christ—to build their own dreams and programs rather than God’s. When a church 

exists only to host the presence for its own sake, it matures into "Babylon the 

Great," the mother of harlots. 



Once the location for this internal focus was secured, the builders began selecting 

materials that reflected their departure from divine standards. 

3. Man-Made vs. God-Made: The Great Material Contrast 

The Genesis narrative emphasizes a deliberate substitution of materials. This 

contrast is the defining line between a church built by the Spirit and one built by 

human effort. 

Material Origin Spiritual Representation 
The "So What?" for the 

Scholar 

Bricks 

Man-made; 

"burned 

thoroughly." 

Polluted: Represents the 

"invention of the 

creature"—man-made 

ideas, human blueprints, 

and the intensity of fleshly 

effort. 

Bricks signify a rejection of 

divine architecture. When we 

"thoroughly burn" our own 

ideas into programs, we create 

a polluted altar. 

Stone 

God-made; the 

material of the 

Creator. 

Pure: Represents the 

divine methods and the 

unadulterated "living 

stones" of the Church. 

Exodus 20:25 commands that 

if an altar is stone, no tool 

shall be lifted upon it; to do so 

is to "pollute" it. God requires 

what He provides, not what 

we manufacture. 

Building with man-made bricks required a specific binding agent—a subterranean 

adhesive that ensured the structure remained tethered to the earthly realm. 

4. The Deep Low: The Symbolism of Slime (Bitumen) 

In their attempt to reach the "heights" of heaven, the builders of Babel sank to a 

"new low" by using slime (bitumen) instead of mortar. This choice of adhesive 

reveals the source of their strength: 

• Subterranean Origin: Slime boils up from the "bowels of the earth." It is a 

material of the depths, representing a "wisdom" that does not descend from 

above. 

• Spiritual Quality: Per the Amplified version of James 3:15, this wisdom is 

"earthly, unspiritual, and even demoniacal." 



• The Adhesive of Man: When the Holy Spirit is absent, human wisdom 

serves as the "slime" or binding agent used to hold a church together. It is a 

superficial, dark substitute for the unity of the Spirit, resulting in a structure 

that is fundamentally polluted from the bottom up. 

These architectural choices inevitably manifest in the biological health of the 

church, as the focus shifts from the harvest to the greenhouse. 

 

5. Leaves vs. Fruit: The Anatomy of a Church Plant 

Using the biological metaphor of the fig tree (Matthew 21:19), we can diagnose 

the state of a "settled" church. 

• Leaves (Inward Sustenance): Leaves exist for photosynthesis—the process 

by which a plant feeds itself. In a Babel-mindset church, this manifests as an 

obsession with internal programs, facilities, and "self-feeding" services. 

• Fruit (Outward Mission): Fruit is produced specifically to feed others. 

This is the hallmark of the Great Commission. 

• The Critical Insight: Jesus "withers" the tree that has only leaves. The 

source context warns that many churches are evaluated by God and found to 

be mere "Dwelling Places"—host sites for the presence that have been 

passed over for the higher calling of an Apostolic Training and Resource 

Center (e.g., Bethel or the Church of Acts in San Antonio). An Apostolic 

Center produces fruit by mentoring, equipping, and sending laborers out 

beyond its walls. 

When a church celebrates being a "dwelling place" while neglecting the harvest, it 

has settled for a state that is cause for mourning rather than rejoicing. 

 

6. The "Scattering" as a Divine Tool 

When a church becomes a "leaf-only" institution, God utilizes His most 

compassionate—albeit painful—solution: the Scattering. 

Misconception vs. Reality 

• Misconception: Scattering is a sign of God’s abandonment or a mark of 

failure. 



• Reality: Scattering is God’s strategic intervention to force the Church back 

into its original commission to "fill the earth." If a church will not scatter 

voluntarily through missions and outreach, God may allow severe 

persecution to achieve the result. 

• Scriptural Proof: In Acts 8 and Acts 11, the death of Stephen and the 

resulting persecution were the catalysts that forced the believers out of their 

Jerusalem comfort zone and into the world. The "confusion of languages" at 

Babel was merely the first instance of God disrupting human complacency 

to save the mission. 

Understanding this divine disruption is essential for evaluating whether your 

spiritual environment is a monument to man or a launching pad for the Kingdom. 

7. Quick-Reference Glossary of Spiritual States 

Physical 

Element 
Spiritual Insight 

The Tower 
Reputation-Seeking: The desire to "make a name" for the 

institution rather than being selfless carriers of the name of Jesus. 

The City 
Self-Preservation: Building walls and programs to prevent the 

"scattering" required by the Great Commission. 

Man-Made 

Name 

Loss of Identity: The moment ownership of the church shifts from 

Christ to human leadership and personal dreams. 

The 5-Fold 

Ministry 

(Absent) 

Stunted Growth: When Apostles and Prophets are relegated to 

"spectators," and shepherds become "preachers" who feed 

themselves rather than equipping the sheep for their own callings 

(Ezekiel 34). 

Dwelling 

Place 

Passed Over: A terminal state where a church is content to host 

God's presence but has lost its "chosen" status for the end-time 

harvest; a state requiring repentance, not celebration. 

This curriculum serves as a final warning: The symbols of Babel are active 

indicators. A church that settles in Shinar, builds with bricks, and binds with slime 

is a church that has forgotten its purpose—to be scattered for the sake of a hungry 

world. 


