
Homiletic Guide: Recognizing Divine Presence and Restoring Purpose in 

Times of Crisis 

1. Homiletic Introduction — Facing the Reality of Unspeakable Loss 

As preachers of the Gospel, we must step boldly into the sanctuary of human 

suffering. When tragedy strikes our communities, the pulpit must never retreat into 

cheap clichés or superficial platitudes. By naming the unspeakable reality of raw 

trauma with compassionate accuracy, the preacher builds profound pastoral trust, 

creates a safe space for collective lamentation, and prepares the emotional soil of 

the congregation to receive divine comfort. 

Consider the catastrophic events of May 20, 2013, when a monstrous tornado tore 

through Moore, Oklahoma, striking Plaza Towers Elementary School with 

unforgiving fury. In the immediate wake of the vortex, brave first responders 

rushed into the debris field. They experienced the immense relief of lifting living 

children from the wreckage and restoring them safely to the frantic arms of their 

parents. Yet, alongside those miraculous rescues, these first responders were forced 

to endure a gut-wrenching task: carefully uncovering and recovering the lifeless 

bodies of seven young school children buried in the ruin. 

To minister effectively to those who bear traumatic weight, the preacher must 

dissect the profound psychological and spiritual burden carried by these men and 

women: 

• Identificational Grief: Many of the responding personnel were parents of 

young children themselves, making it impossible to detach their professional 

duty from their personal identity at home. 

• Dual Emotional Reality: Rescuers were torn between the profound relief of 

saving surviving children and the soul-crushing grief of recovering those 

who perished. 

• Profound Emotional Vulnerability: The sheer magnitude of the 

catastrophe left these strong public servants wrestling with overwhelming 

grief, spiritual questioning, and mixed emotions in the quiet hours following 

the storm. 

Yet, the weight of such crushing grief cannot be carried in isolation; two weeks 

after the disaster, the chaplains of the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team crafted 



a sacred space for these battle-weary first responders to gather, process their 

trauma, and seek healing. 

2. The Turning Point — The Encounter with the "Perfect Messenger" 

Within the homiletic architecture of a sermon, a divine interruption—an 

unexpected encounter—serves to dismantle spiritual numbness and open hardened 

or grieving hearts to revelation. By highlighting how God disrupts human sorrow 

through the most innocent of vessels, we instruct our listeners to look past the 

overwhelming scale of their crisis and behold the sudden intrusion of divine grace. 

While those weary first responders gathered for their memorial meeting, a father 

across the city was taking his young daughter to the local park. She was a first 

grader at Plaza Towers Elementary who had miraculously survived the collapse of 

her school. As they ran across the playground and enjoyed time together, the father 

sought only to offer his child a precious moment of normal childhood joy. But as 

they prepared to head home, the little girl insisted with unmistakable conviction 

that she needed to go see the firefighters at their memorial meeting. Her father 

hesitated, deeply concerned about intruding upon such a solemn occasion, but her 

persistent plea moved his heart, and he turned the car toward the gathering. 

When they arrived, this small child stepped into the midst of crushed and grieving 

men, creating a dramatic, sacred sequence that transformed the room: 

Stage / 

Sequence Beat 
Narrative Event Details 

Action 

Skipping playfully into the middle of the firefighters' gathering, she 

made her way directly to the front, turning to gaze intently into 

their worn faces with bright, clear eyes. 

Command 
Stopping squarely before one particular firefighter, she delivered a 

gentle yet undeniable directive: "Take off your sunglasses." 

Reaction 

Transfixed by her every movement, the entire circle of firefighters 

removed their sunglasses, revealing eyes heavy with grief and 

filled with tears. 

Revelation 

Looking directly into the eyes of the firefighter standing before her, 

the young survivor joyfully declared: "You're him! You're the one 

who saved me!" 



In that holy moment, God deployed this little girl as the "perfect messenger" to 

break through the dark haze of trauma. For every responder standing in that 

circle—plagued by memories of destruction and loss—her voice was living proof 

that their labor was not in vain. By placing the tangible fruit of their sacrifice right 

in front of them, God validated their suffering, refocused their hearts upon the lives 

restored, and reminded them of the sacred purpose behind their calling. 

This dramatic breakthrough in an Oklahoma park offers a vivid modern mirror to 

the ancient spiritual watershed experienced by the exhausted prophet Elijah upon 

the slopes of Mount Horeb. 

3. Theological Grounding — Elijah’s Revelation and the "Still Small Voice" 

(1 Kings 19) 

A primary objective of transformational preaching is to reframe how the church 

perceives divine activity during seasons of catastrophic disruption. In the wake of 

tragedy, human nature tends to equate divine power with overwhelming judgment 

or chaotic devastation. The preacher’s task is to deconstruct these spiritual 

misperceptions, guiding the congregation to discern God's abiding presence not in 

the violence of the tempest, but in the quiet, restorative movements of His grace. 

When disaster strikes, our broken human instinct often defaults to blaming God, 

assuming He personally sent the destructive tornado into our lives to inflict 

judgment or pain. Yet scripture directly dismantles this error through the narrative 

of 1 Kings 19. Like the trauma-weary first responders in Moore, Elijah was 

spiritually exhausted, emotionally overwhelmed, and convinced his labors had 

been in vain. Hiding in a cave after a brutal confrontation with Jezebel, Elijah 

sought God amidst dramatic displays of raw power. But God was not in the violent 

wind that tore the mountains, nor in the terrifying earthquake, nor in the raging 

fire. Just as God spoke to Elijah not through chaos but through a gentle, low 

whisper, He frequently reveals His saving presence post-crisis through quiet, 

unexpected vessels—like the gentle voice of a child. 

Misconceptions of Divine Presence The Reality of Divine Presence 

Assuming God originates or commands 

the destructive storm to punish His 

people. 

Recognizing that God brings life, 

redemption, and rescue amidst the 

storm's damage. 



Expecting to encounter God primarily 

within the dramatic, terrifying chaos of 

the wind and earthquake. 

Hearing God in the "still small voice" 

that breathes quiet peace into broken 

hearts after the tempest passes. 

Interpreting catastrophic trial as divine 

abandonment or the futility of our labor. 

Discerning that God sends post-crisis 

messengers to affirm that our labor in 

Him is never in vain. 

Through Elijah's encounter at Horeb and the modern testimony of the "perfect 

messenger," we proclaim a foundational three-fold reality regarding God's 

presence across time: 

1. God was with us when the initial devastation hit. 

2. God is with us right now in the aftermath. 

3. God will be with us as we pick up the pieces and move forward. 

Anchored in this unchanging timeline of divine presence, we must now move from 

theological conviction to active pastoral ministry, empowering suffering hearts in 

the pew to lay hold of renewed hope. 

4. Pastoral Application & Call to Action — Restoring Hope and Renewed 

Purpose 

Homiletics achieves its true purpose when profound scriptural exposition matures 

into immediate, personal transformation. As pastoral communicators, we must 

never leave our hearers stranded in historical reflection or abstract doctrine; we 

must bridge the distance between the ancient cave of Horeb, the ruins of Moore, 

and the aching hearts sitting in our sanctuary today. 

Challenge your congregation to embrace these three structured application steps: 

1. Refuse Divine Blame: Reframe your narrative of suffering by rejecting the 

lie that God orchestrated your tragic storm, choosing instead to recognize 

Him as the compassionate companion standing beside you within it. 

2. Attune to the Quiet: Train your spiritual senses to look beyond the loud, 

chaotic destruction around you and listen intently for God's "still small 

voice" bringing quiet assurance. 



3. Anticipate the Messenger: Maintain an active, expectant faith that God will 

send unexpected persons or grace-filled moments into your life to restore 

your vision and validate your labor. 

If you are sitting here today overwhelmed by grief, feeling as though your pain has 

swallowed your purpose and your labor has been in vain, do not retreat into the 

cave of despair. Cry out to God in honest prayer. Ask Him directly to send "the 

perfect messenger" into your circumstances—a voice of truth to revive your 

calling, heal your wounded heart, and remind you that you are deeply loved. 

No matter how severe the storm or how profound the destruction left in its wake, 

our God remains faithful to send the exact message, person, and promise needed to 

restore unwavering hope and renewed purpose to your soul. 

 


