
Study Guide: A Journey of Learning 

This study guide is designed for family devotions, personal study, and Bible study 

groups. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the concepts, scriptural 

foundations, geographic symbolism, and practical implications presented in the 

text "A Journey of Learning." 

Core Themes & Analytical Summary 

1. The Call to Radical Commitment 

When God calls an individual into a relationship and purpose, it requires an 

undivided, wholehearted response. Abram's departure from Haran demonstrates 

this principle: he packed all his possessions, left his established homeland, and set 

out without complete knowledge of his ultimate destination. Crucially, he did not 

look back or return to his former life. 

• Scriptural Alignment: Jesus reinforces this standard of wholehearted 

commitment in Luke 9:62, stating that anyone who puts a hand to the plow 

and looks back at what was left behind is unfit for the kingdom of God. 

2. Family Responsibility Within Divine Calling 

Following God's call to a new lifestyle does not exempt a person from earthly 

moral and familial duties. When Abram left Haran, he took his nephew Lot, whose 

father had died, and fulfilled the role of a father to him. 

• Scriptural Alignment: Personal spiritual journeys must not lead to the 

abandonment of family obligations. As 1 Timothy 5:8 explicitly states, 

failing to provide for relatives and immediate family is equivalent to denying 

the faith and makes one worse than an unbeliever. 

3. Grace, Age, and the Reality of Eternal Rewards 

It is never too late in human life to align with God's purpose or receive forgiveness, 

but present choices directly impact eternal outcomes: 

• Late Starts and Restoration: Abram began his journey with God at age 75. 

Moses spent decades herding sheep in the desert after fleeing Egypt for 

murder, entering his true life purpose only after an encounter with God at 

age 80. The thief on the cross found salvation in his final moments (Luke 

23:43). 



• Urgency and Eternal Consequences: While the thief on the cross was 

saved, his wasted life meant he entered eternity without accumulated 

heavenly rewards. 

• The Foundation Test: According to 1 Corinthians 3:14–15, a believer’s 

work will be tested by fire. If what was built survives, the person receives a 

reward; if it burns, they suffer loss—saved, but only as through fire. A 

person's position of authority, responsibility, and reward in Heaven is 

determined by how they lived their life on Earth. 

4. The Sacred Symbolism of Shechem and Moreh 

Abram’s journey through Canaan was not aimless wandering, but a course along 

established centers of learning. His arrival at the great tree of Moreh at Shechem 

carries deep linguistic and spiritual symbolism: 

• Trees as Leaders: In Biblical symbolism, trees often represent established 

leaders. Under divine leadership, believers can affirm, "The Lord is my 

Shepherd" (Psalm 23:1). 

• Shechem (Hebrew for "Shoulder"): Represents the physical placement of 

a yoke, which rests across the neck and shoulders. 

• Moreh (Hebrew for "Teacher"): Specifically refers to a teacher, 

particularly one who instructs children who cannot yet think for themselves. 

• The Discipleship Paradigm: Reaching the oak of Moreh at Shechem 

symbolically marks the sacred moment when a person becomes a true 

disciple of Jesus Christ—taking His yoke upon their shoulders and learning 

from Him (Matthew 11:29). 

5. Divine Wisdom Versus Human Reason 

Abram’s decision to uproot his life was logically counterintuitive to the natural 

mind. However, obeying God without complete natural understanding led to the 

fulfillment of his heart's desires and true destiny. 

• Childlike Trust: Because human understanding is limited, believers are 

instructed to trust God fully rather than relying on their own logic (Proverbs 

3:5). 

• Higher Thoughts: God’s ways and thoughts infinitely transcend human 

reasoning (Isaiah 55:9). 



• The Limits of Worldly Wisdom: Scriptural passages such as 1 Corinthians 

1:25 and 1 Corinthians 3:19 emphasize that what the world considers wise is 

foolishness to God, and God's perceived "foolishness" is far wiser than 

human understanding. 

Discussion & Reflection Questions 

Topic 1: Radical Obedience and Wholeheartedness 

1. Abram left his homeland without knowing what lay ahead and without 

looking back. What "former things" or comforts are most difficult for people 

to leave behind when responding to God's call today? 

2. In Luke 9:62, Jesus uses the imagery of a person looking back while holding 

a plow. How does looking back hinder a believer's current spiritual walk and 

progress? 

Topic 2: Balancing Faith and Duty 

1. Abram took responsibility for Lot after Lot's father died, even while 

stepping into a new divine calling. How can individuals ensure they do not 

neglect personal and family obligations under the pretext of pursuing 

"spiritual" endeavors? 

2. How does 1 Timothy 5:8 redefine our view of daily family responsibilities 

as an essential aspect of living out one's faith? 

Topic 3: God's Timing and Eternal Consequences 

1. Consider the life trajectories of Abram (called at age 75) and Moses (called 

at age 80). How do these historical examples challenge modern cultural 

assumptions about age, retirement, and usefulness? 

2. Compare the outcome of the thief on the cross with the warning in 1 

Corinthians 3:14–15. Why is it dangerous to delay repentance with the 

mindset that one can simply be saved at the end of life? 

3. What is the distinction between receiving eternal salvation and receiving 

eternal rewards/positions of authority in Heaven? 



Topic 4: The Symbolism of Shechem and Moreh 

1. Abarim Publications suggests Abram was moving along a deliberate 

network of centers of learning. How does viewing life as a structured 

"journey of learning" change how we view daily challenges and new 

environments? 

2. "Moreh" refers to a teacher of children who cannot yet think for themselves, 

while "Shechem" means shoulder (where a yoke rests). What does taking 

Jesus's yoke upon our shoulders (Matthew 11:29) require us to give up 

regarding our self-reliance and pride? 

Topic 5: Trusting Beyond Natural Logic 

1. Abram’s choice to leave his hometown made little sense to the natural mind. 

Has there been a time when obeying a Biblical command felt 

counterintuitive? What was the outcome? 

2. How do Isaiah 55:9 and 1 Corinthians 3:19 help believers maintain trust 

when God's instructions conflict with human wisdom or societal standards? 

Comprehensive Assessment Quiz 

Part I: Multiple Choice 

1. How old was Abram when he departed from Haran? 

o A) 50 years old 

o B) 75 years old 

o C) 80 years old 

o D) 120 years old 

2. How old was Moses when his life turned around through an encounter with 

God in the desert? 

o A) 40 years old 

o B) 65 years old 

o C) 75 years old 

o D) 80 years old 



3. What is the literal Hebrew translation of the name Shechem? 

o A) Teacher 

o B) Shepherd 

o C) Shoulder 

o D) Oak tree 

4. According to the text and linguistic insights from Abarim Publications, the 

Hebrew word Moreh means: 

o A) Leader of nations 

o B) Teacher 

o C) Deep roots 

o D) Promised land 

5. In biblical symbolism, as mentioned in the text, what do trees frequently 

represent? 

o A) Physical wealth 

o B) Established leaders 

o C) Temporal beauty 

o D) Heavenly reward 

6. What warning does 1 Timothy 5:8 give regarding a person who fails to care 

for their family? 

o A) They will lose their earthly inheritance. 

o B) They have denied the faith and are worse than an unbeliever. 

o C) They must return to their former city. 

o D) Their works will be tested by water. 



Part II: True or False 

1. [ True / False ] When Abram obeyed God's call, he periodically returned to 

his old hometown to visit his past life. 

2. [ True / False ] Abarim Publications suggests that Abram was aimlessly 

wandering around Canaan without any specific destination or structure. 

3. [ True / False ] Every believer in Heaven will hold the exact same position 

of authority and receive identical rewards, regardless of how they lived on 

Earth. 

4. [ True / False ] The thief on the cross received eternal salvation, but because 

his life was wasted, he entered Heaven without rewards built on a lasting 

foundation. 

Part III: Fill-in-the-Blank & Short Answer 

1. Complete the verse (Proverbs 3:5, ESV): "Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and do not lean on ________________________." 

2. According to Matthew 11:29, what does Jesus invite believers to take upon 

themselves as they learn from Him? 

3. What historical landmark did Abram reach in the land of Canaan that 

featured a great tree associated with teaching? 

4. Short Answer: Why does 1 Corinthians 3:14–15 describe some believers' 

works as being "burned up" while they themselves are saved "only as 

through fire"? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. B) 75 years old 

o Source Detail: Genesis 12:4 explicitly notes that Abram was seventy-

five years old when he left Haran. 

2. D) 80 years old 

o Source Detail: The text notes Moses herded sheep in the desert until 

he was 80 years old, which was when his life completely turned 

around through an encounter with God. 



3. C) Shoulder 

o Source Detail: The text explicitly defines "Shechem" as meaning 

"shoulder." 

4. B) Teacher 

o Source Detail: "Moreh" translates to "teacher," specifically 

referencing one who instructs those who cannot yet think for 

themselves. 

5. B) Established leaders 

o Source Detail: The context states that in the Bible, trees often 

represent established leaders. 

6. B) They have denied the faith and are worse than an unbeliever. 

o Source Detail: 1 Timothy 5:8 directly asserts that neglecting one's 

immediate family equates to denying the faith. 

7. False 

o Source Detail: The text specifies that Abram "never looked back" and 

"never returned to the life he had known before." 

8. False 

o Source Detail: Abarim Publications notes that the wording "strongly 

suggest[s] that Abraham was not simply wandering around, but was 

rather on a specific course along a network of centers of learning." 

9. False 

o Source Detail: The text clarifies that there are greater and lesser 

positions in Heaven, and rewards/authority are determined by how 

one lived their earthly life. 

10. True 

o Source Detail: The text notes that while the thief was assured paradise 

by Jesus (Luke 23:43), he wasted his life with poor choices and 

entered Heaven with no rewards. 



11. "...your own understanding." (Proverbs 3:5) 

12. His yoke. (Matthew 11:29: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...") 

13. The site of Shechem / the great terebinth (oak) tree of Moreh. (Genesis 

12:6) 

14. Short Answer Explanation: Because their life's works were built on 

perishable, poor choices rather than lasting obedience to God's divine 

foundation. While their personal salvation remains secure through grace, 

their unrewarded deeds fail the test of God's judgment (symbolized by fire). 

Glossary of Terms & Scriptural Index 

Geographic & Linguistic Terms 

• Canaan: The land to which Abram traveled upon leaving Haran; the 

geographical area where the nation of Israel is located today. 

• Haran: The original place of residence from which Abram departed at age 

75 following God's command. 

• Moreh (Hebrew: מוֹרֶה): Meaning "Teacher." Refers specifically to an 

instructor, including a person who teaches children who are not yet capable 

of independent critical thought. 

• Shechem (Hebrew: כֶם  Meaning "Shoulder." Symbolically aligns with :(שְׁ

the anatomical place where a yoke rests across a person's neck and 

shoulders, representing discipleship and submission to instruction. 

• Terebinth / Oak Tree: A large tree species; biblically used as a symbol 

representing established leadership or prominent landmarks. 

• Yoke: A wooden harness worn around the neck and resting on the shoulders 

of working animals; used metaphorically by Jesus to symbolize discipleship, 

submission, and shared labor under His guidance. 

Key Biblical Figures Cited 

• Abram (Abraham): The patriarch who responded to God's call by leaving 

Haran at age 75, embarking on a lifelong journey of faith and learning 

without returning to his past. 



• Lot: The nephew of Abram who accompanied him out of Haran; taken 

under Abram's protective care following the death of Lot's father. 

• Moses: Biblical leader who spent 40 years in exile as a shepherd after 

committing murder, before experiencing a divine life resurrection and 

entering his primary purpose at age 80. 

• The Thief on the Cross: An executed criminal who received dying-breath 

forgiveness and salvation directly from Jesus (Luke 23:43), serving as both 

an example of late-life salvation and a warning against a wasted life devoid 

of heavenly rewards. 

Index of Scriptural References 

Scripture 

Citation 

Bible Translation 

Used 
Key Theme / Subject Matter 

Genesis 12:4 
Amplified Bible 

(AMP) 

Abram leaves Haran at age 75 with Lot in 

faithful obedience. 

Genesis 12:6 
Amplified Bible 

(AMP) 

Abram arrives at the terebinth (oak) tree of 

Moreh at Shechem. 

Psalm 23:1 Mentioned in context 
The Lord recognized as the believer's 

Shepherd/Leader. 

Proverbs 3:5 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) 

Exhortation to trust God fully and avoid 

leaning on human understanding. 

Isaiah 55:9 
Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV) 

Divine thoughts and ways are higher than 

human thoughts and ways. 

Matthew 11:29 
English Standard 

Version (ESV) 

Jesus's invitation to take His yoke upon our 

shoulders and learn from Him. 

Luke 9:62 
Amplified Bible 

(AMP) 

Unfitness for the Kingdom of God linked to 

looking back after putting hand to the plow. 

Luke 23:43 
Common English 

Bible (CEB) 

Jesus promises paradise to the repentant 

thief on the cross. 



1 Corinthians 

1:25 

International 

Children’s Bible 

(ICB) 

The foolishness of God is wiser than 

human wisdom. 

1 Corinthians 

3:14–15 

English Standard 

Version (ESV) 

The testing of earthly works by fire; reward 

versus loss in eternity. 

1 Corinthians 

3:19 

Easy-to-Read 

Version (ERV) 

The wisdom of the world characterized as 

foolishness to God. 

1 Timothy 5:8 

International 

Standard Version 

(ISV) 

Neglecting family duties equates to 

denying the faith. 

 


